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To prevent an arms shipment from reaching the Middle East a terrorist group has been carrying out

targeted assassinations in Egyptâ€¦Portugalâ€¦Denmarkâ€¦France. In response, the United States

sends one of its deadliest agents to take the killers down.But when the agent is delayed in transit,

lawyer Roger Carr gets mistaken for him. Now, with some of the world's deadliest men after him, will

he survive long enough to prove his identity?
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John Lange was one of the early pen names of Michael Crichton, best known for The Andromeda

Strain and Jurassic Park. While enrolled at Harvard Medical School, Crichton began publishing a

number of novels. Scratch One is one of a number of Crichton's early novels that have recently

been re-released by Hard Case Crime. The others are Odds On, Zero Cool, Easy Go, The Venom

Business, Drug of Choice, Grave Descend, and Dealing. I have read a number of these already

and, while not perfect, they are fun, light, fast reading that I have found worthwhile. I haven't read

any of Crichton's more famous works, but I will note that these early novels compare favorably to

many of the bookstand pulp/adventure/crime novels that could be found in the late sixties and early

seventies and these books should be read in that context.During his John Lange period, Crichton

had a penchant for writing about the Monte Carlo, the French Riviera, and the Costa Brava. This

book is no exception as the action begins outside a casino in Monte Carlo before moving on to

Cairo, Lisbon, and Copenhagen. In each of these cities, mysterious assasinations took place.In the

beginning of the book, there are a lot of things going on with disparate people in a variety of cities. It



is hard to keep them straight.A terrorist group composed of Algerian and other Mideast elements

wants to stop shipments from getting to Israel, which is building a nuclear reactor. The CIA wants to

counteract what the terrorists are doing. So they send an assassin to Europe. Meanwhile, the

Associates, led by Dr Georges Liseau, hire Ernst Brauer to counterattack the American assassin.
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